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Sec. 17.  Slavery and involuntary servitude. 
Slavery is forever prohibited.  Involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for 

crime whereof the parties have been adjudged guilty, is forever prohibited. 
 
Sec. 18.  Court shall be open. 

All courts shall be open; every person for an injury done him in his lands, goods, 
person, or reputation shall have remedy by due course of law; and right and justice shall 
be administered without favor, denial, or delay. 
 
Sec. 19.  Law of the land; equal protection of the laws. 

No person shall be taken, imprisoned, or disseized of his freehold, liberties, or 
privileges, or outlawed, or exiled, or in any manner deprived of his life, liberty, or 
property, but by the law of the land.  No person shall be denied the equal protection of 
the laws; nor shall any person be subjected to discrimination by the State because of 
race, color, religion, or national origin. 
 
Sec. 20.  General warrants. 

General warrants, whereby any officer or other person may be commanded to search 
suspected places without evidence of the act committed, or to seize any person or 
persons not named, whose offense is not particularly described and supported by 
evidence, are dangerous to liberty and shall not be granted. 
 
Sec. 21.  Inquiry into restraints on liberty. 

Every person restrained of his liberty is entitled to a remedy to inquire into the 
lawfulness thereof, and to remove the restraint if unlawful, and that remedy shall not be 
denied or delayed.  The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended. 
 
Sec. 22.  Modes of prosecution. 

Except in misdemeanor cases initiated in the District Court Division, no person shall 
be put to answer any criminal charge but by indictment, presentment, or impeachment.  
But any person, when represented by counsel, may, under such regulations as the 
General Assembly shall prescribe, waive indictment in noncapital cases. 
 
Sec. 23.  Rights of accused. 

In all criminal prosecutions, every person charged with crime has the right to be 
informed of the accusation and to confront the accusers and witnesses with other 
testimony, and to have counsel for defense, and not be compelled to give self-
incriminating evidence, or to pay costs, jail fees, or necessary witness fees of the 
defense, unless found guilty. 
 
Sec. 24.  Right of jury trial in criminal cases. 

No person shall be convicted of any crime but by the unanimous verdict of a jury in 
open court.  The General Assembly may, however, provide for other means of trial for 
misdemeanors, with the right of appeal for trial de novo. 
 
Sec. 25.  Right of jury trial in civil cases. 

In all controversies at law respecting property, the ancient mode of trial by jury is 
one of the best securities of the rights of the people, and shall remain sacred and 
inviolable. 


